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The Liquor Situation in the United States 
The liquor question continues to be a live issue in America. The problem of control is extremely 


complicated and the magnitude of the traffic is causing much concern. 
TION SERVICE is devoted to a portrayal of the situation in the several states. 


This issue of INFORMA- 
We are indebted for 


the material to the Board of Temperance of the Methodist Church, Washington, D. C. 


All Gaul is divided into three parts, according to Caesar ; 
but the United States is divided into about 3,300 parts, so 
far as the liquor situation is concerned, and the trouble 
is that nobody knows just what many of these parts are. 
Is Oklahoma a prohibition state? You can buy all the 
beer you want, and get drunker than Falstaff on it. Is 
Alabama a prohibition state? In a way, yes; nevertheless, 
Alabama has the state dispensary system. An even greater 
difficulty is experienced in classifying county and munici- 
pal units as “wet” or “dry.” 


Local option “victories” in one state mean something 
entirely different from local option “victories” in another 
state. Consider Ohio. Local option is by municipal cor- 
porations, residence districts in municipal corporations 
if they consist of two or more contiguous election dis- 
tricts, and townships exclusive of any municipal corpora- 
tion or part thereof. The questions submitted are: “A. 
Shall the sale of any intoxicating liquor be permitted? 
B. Shall the sale of wine by the package for consumption 
OFF the premises where sold be permitted? C. Shall 
the sale of wine for consumption ON and OFF the prem- 
ises where sold, be permitted? D. Shall the sale of 
spirituous liquors by the glass be permitted? E. Shall 
state liquor stores for the sale of spirituous liquors by 
the package for consumption OFF the premises where 
sold, be permitted?” In addition to these, a sixth question, 
“Shall the sale of beer as defined in Section 6212-63 of 
the General Code, be permitted by holders of ‘C’ and ‘D’ 
permits?” may not be voted upon at the same time as 
the preceding five questions, but the election must be called 
at a different time and under differing legal requirements. 
Such provisions insure almost endless confusion. 


It is obviously impossible to group results of local 
option elections so as to show a national picture, and it is 
equally impossible to classify state laws in a completely 
satisfying way. 


The Situation As Is 


Broadly ——, there are seventeen monopoly states : 
Alabama, Idaho, Iowa, Maine*, Michigan*, Montana*, 


New Hampshire*, North Carolina, Ohio*, Oregon*, 
Pennsylvania*, Utah, Vermont*, Virginia, Washington*, 
West Virginia*, Wyoming. 

The following are license states: Arizona, Arkansas*, 
California, Colorado*, Connecticut*, Delaware*, Florida*, 
Illinois*, Indiana, Kentucky*, Louisiana*, Massachusetts*, 
Minnesota*, Missouri*, Nebraska*, Nevada, New Jersey*, 
New Mexico*, New York*, North Dakota, Rhode Island*, 
South Carolina, South Dakota*, Tennessee*, Texas*, Wis- 
consin*, District of Columbia. 


Three states have prohibition and local dispensaries: 
Alabama*, Georgia*, North Carolina*. Two of these are 
also included in the grouping above. 

Maryland has a combination license and local dispen- 
sary law. 

Mississippi has statutory prohibition except for beer 
and wine. It is strictly illegal in Mississippi for beer and 
wine to make one drunk; but when this happens, and it 
happens very frequently indeed, what can you do about it? 

Kansas and Oklahoma are “prohibition” states. 


Local option laws may be roughly classified as follows: 
County Option—Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Montana, 
North Carolina, Tennessee. County and Other Unit 
Option—Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Min- 
nesota, Mississippi, New Mexico, Oregon, Texas, Virginia, 
Washington, West Virginia. Municipal and/or Township 
Option—Colorado, Connecticut, Illinois, Maine, Massa- 
chusetts, Missouri, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
South Dakota, Vermont, Wisconsin. Option After Special 
Act of the Legislature—Districts, Delaware ; County and 
Municipal, Maryland. 


Increasing Dry Sentiment 


Some recent national surveys would seem to indicate 
that about one-third of the voters of the nation are now 
for the return of national prohibition, while another one- 


* States having some form of local option. 
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third, while against prohibition, very strongly disapprove 
existing conditions. The rising dry sentiment is most 
strongly indicated in the South where it seems quite 
as formidable as it was in 1916. In the Middle West and 
on the Pacific Coast, dry sentiment also is making for- 
midable gains. 


Local Option Elections in 1940 


A survey made by the Anti-Saloon League of local 
option elections shows that about 1,600 local communities 
—varying from a county to a ward—voted in 1940. 
Twelve states do not permit local option, and ten held 


no elections in 1940. In the other 26 states about 750 
communities gave dry, and 850 wet, majorities. Some 
reports do not indicate whether wets or drys made gains 
over 1939, but from available information it appears that 
the drys gained 81 communities and the wets 15, or a 
net gain to the drys of 66. The best estimates are that 
since repeal about 12,400 local option elections have been 
held, of which the drys won 7,700. 

In Table I “total” means total elections held in 1940; 
“dry” means units voting dry; “wet” means units voting 
wet, both in 1940; “gain” has reference to the election of 
1940 as against the situation in 1939. 


TABLE I. 
LocaL Option ELEcTIONsS BY STATES IN 1940 
Dry Wet 


State Question Submitied Total Dry Wet Gain = Gain 

State stores (5 Ge: 504 295 204 23 

Wine: & spirits ON Sle... 504 328 168 7(8t.)... 

Beer 6102 504 262 240 8 
All local alc. 351 82 269 

Pek: Sirs, OMY OPP 351 13 

Beers wine, OWN GAG. 351 4 

Beer & wine, ON con. & Pck. strs. 

Spts. invad. to Deer Gnd 19 3 16 1 

Retail sale all alcoholic beverages............ 1 i 1 
New York .........ssessseeeeeve Retail sale alcoholic beverages...:........++: 17 8 9 ‘tes 5 
Sale of any intoxicating liquor............... 37 19 18 

Wine by package for OFF consumption..... 37 19 16-2 tie 

Wine for consumption ON & OFF premises... 37 21 16 

Spir, liquots by Che 37 23 14 

Sale of all alcoholic beverages............... 6 2 3 2 

Sale of all alcoholic beverages............... 9 4 5 9 ee 

West Virginia Alcoholic liquor over 2 1 1 
Ques. voted on not given; 

may vote On 48 Not given 


Per Capita Consumption of Intoxicants 


The effect of the laws existing in the various states, of 
local option elections and of the determined efforts of 
the liquor traffic to increase consumption, may be more 
ciearly visualized under existing conditions than in the 
old saloon days, when about the only guide to consump- 
tion was afforded by the Federal Bureau of Internal 
Revenue, which annually reported “Withdrawals for 
Consumption.” This gave a rough idea of the total and 


[2] 


per capita consumption of the nation as a whole, but told 
nothing of the consumption in the various states. 

Two studies have been made—one by Media Records, 
Inc., published in the year 1937; and the other, recently 
completed, by Miss Laura Lindley of the Anti-Saloon 
League, which report all localized consumption. These 
studies “check” in a way which indicates they are reliable. 
In one case, they are made possible by business records, 
and in the other, by the high degree of state control in 


PER 


Arizon 
Califo: 
Colora 
Conne 
Delaw 
Florid 
Georg: 
Idaho 

Illinoi: 
Indian 
Iowa 

Kentu 
Maine 
Maryl 
Massa 
Michi 
Minne 
Missis 
Misso 
Nebra 
Nevac 
New 


New 
New 
New 
Ohio 
Oklah 
Orege 
Rhod 
South 
Tenne 
Texa: 
Utah 
: Verm 
Virgi 
Wast 
West 
Distr 
Nev. 
Conn 
Del. 
1T 
for t 
issipy 
Th 
Dece 
from 
oN for | 
Jerse 
Rhox 
1940 
TI 
30, 
Virg 
TI 
Dece 
New 
Tl 
June 
port 
Fi 
1940 
Nov 
21 
in 

|_| 


it 750 
Some 
gains 
's that 
, Ora 
e that 
> been 


1940; 
voting 
ion of 


Vet 
rain 


it told 


cords, 
cently 
Saloon 
These 
‘liable. 
cords, 
rol in 


XUM 


TABLE II. 
Per Capita CoNSUMPTIONS OF INTOXICANTS IN 37 States! 
(In Gallons) 


Spirits Wine eer Total 
966 1.027 8.222 10.215 
1.6 3.0 11.6 16.2 
.94 .90 9.33 11.17 
Connecticut .......... 1.99 60 18.08 20.67 
Delaware ............. 1.736 396 13.4 15.532 
ds 1.66 56 18.62 84 
.943 .130 10.669 11.743 
76 056 6.82 7.636 
86 106 7.81 8.78 
1.386 513 19.266 21.165 
Massachusetts ........ 1.49 75 13.69 15.93 
Michigan .........5... 1.18 20.42 21.60 
Minnesota 1.29 .168 17.44 18.898 
Mississippi ........... 1.8 18 
1.087 373 13.168 14.628 
Nebraska ............. 1.13 15 13.00 14.28 
2.88 1.58 18.14 22.60 
New Hampshire ...... 1.11 AS 14.75 15.99 
New Jersey .......... 1.55 1.27 19.95 22.77 
New Mexico ......... 739 EZ 3.94 5.789 
New York ........... 1.27 86 19.72 21.85 
Oklahoma ............ 4.17 4.17 
OS eee 1.06 78 10.45 12.29 
Rhode Island ......... 1,062 712 18.13 19.904 
South Carolina ....... 628 563 2.277 3.469 
665 .394 7.78 8.839 
Utah 862 604 8.32 9.786 
743 8.78 9.523 
1.31 49 6.35 8.41 
Washington .......... 1.06 1.01 11.23 13.30 
West Virginia ........ 1.162 BY 9.6 10.962 
District of Columbia .. 4.18 477 16.33 20.987 
States Havinc Hicuest Per Cap. CoNSUMPTION 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 2 
Spirits Wine Beer Total 
C.... Cob... Mich. ..20.42 N. J. ..22.77 
Nev.... 288 Nev. .. 158 N.J. ..1995 Nev. ..22.60 
Conn... 199 N.J...127 N.Y. ..19.72 N.Y. ..21.85 
Del. ... 1.736 N.M..1.12 Md. ...19.266 Mich. .21.60 
166 .. ....1602 Med ...20.166 


1The above consumption figures for the following states are 
for the year 1940: Arizona, Colorado, Delaware, Georgia, Miss- 
issippi, Nebraska, New Hampshire, South Carolina, Utah. 

The figures for the following states are for the year ending 
December 31, 1940: Michigan (Year ending 12.31.40, computed 
from 11 mo. report, wine included with spirits in report; figures 
for beer for year ending 12.31.39); Minnesota; Nevada; New 
Jersey (estimated from 11 mos. report to 11.30.40); Oklahoma, 
Rhode Island; Tennessee (estimated from report for 5 months, 
1940) ; Texas; Washington, District of Columbia. 

The figures for the following states are for the year ending June 
30, 1940: California, Connecticut, Iowa, New Mexico, Oregon, 
Virginia, West Virginia. 

The figures for the following states are for the year ending 
December 30, 1939: Florida, Idaho, {llinois, Indiana, Missouri, 
New York, Ohio. 

The figures for the following states are for the year ending 
June 30, 1939: Kentucky, Maine, Vermont (beer and wine re- 
ported together). 


Figures for Maryland are for the year ending September 30, 
1940, while those for Massachusetts are for the year ending 
November 30, 1940. 


_ ? Washington, D. C., leads in consumption of spirits, California 
in wine, Michigan in beer. 
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this period. The survey by the Anti-Saloon League 
covered 37 states and the District of Columbia. The other 
covered the entire country. 

Consumption appears to have a close relationship to 
income, and the degree of promotion has a close correla- 
tion with both according to Media Records which reports 
the expenditures for newspaper advertising and the sale 
and consumption of all kinds of intoxicants. 

Two states, New Jersey and Nevada, have already 
equalled the all-time record of per capita consumption of 
alcoholic beverages in excess of 22 gallons made by the 
nation as a whole between 1907 and 1914, while New 
York, Michigan, and Maryland are close rivals with a 
per capita consumption of more than 21 gallons. The 
record, taken from the official reports of the state liquor 
authorities, is shown in Table II. 

Whether the state monopoly system reduces liquor con- 
sumption as compared with the license system is not con- 
clusively shown in this study, though consumption appears 
to be greater in the license states. A comparison is shown 
in Table III. 

It is clear, however, that in those states with a fairly 
large percentage of local option territory there is a drop 
in per capita consumption. Thus, Michigan, New Jersey, 
New York, Maryland, Illinois and Connecticut, which 
have little local option territory, and Nevada, with none, 
all have a per capita consumption of over 20 gallons. On 
the other hand, Vermont, with nearly half the towns dry 
for beer, and two-thirds of them dry for spirits; and 
Florida, with one-third of the counties dry for liquor 
over 3.2 per cent of alcohol, have a per capita consump- 
tion of over nine gallons. Maine, with two-thirds of the 
towns dry for spirits and beer ON sale, and half of them 
for beer OFF sale, has a per capita consumption of eight 
gallons. Kentucky, with 50 of the 120 counties dry (later 
54) has a per capita consumption of seven gallons, while 
Tennessee, with 66 per cent of the population in dry 
territory, consumed four gallons per capita in 1940. 


TABLE III. 
CONSUMPTION IN MonopoLy STATES AND IN LICENSE STATES. 
Monopoly States 


Per Cap. Spir. Total Per Cap. Per Cap. Spir. Total Per Cap. 

Consumption Consp. Al. Bev Consumption Consump.Al.Bev. 
Va.* 1.31 Mich.* 21.60 Maine*  .86 Utah 9.786 
Mich.” 1.18 N. H.* 15.99 Utah 862 Idaho 9.604 
W. Va.* 1.162 Wash.* 13.30 Idaho 848 9.523 
N. H* 1.11 Ore.* 12.29 Iowa 753 Maine* 878 
Ore.* 106 §©lowa 11.31 743 
Wash.* 1.06  W. Va.*10.962 

License States 

Per Cap. Spir. Total Per Cap. Per Cap. Spir. Total Per Cap. 

Consumption Consump.Al. Bev. Consumption Consump.Al.Bev. 
D.C 4.18 N. J.* 22.77 Mo.* 1.087 Neb.* 14.28 
Nev 288 Nev. 2260 R.I1.* 1.062 Ind. 11.743 
Conn.* 1.99 N. Y. 21.86 Fla.* 1.01 Colo.* 11.17 
Del.* 1.736 Md.* 21.165 Ariz. 966 = Ariz. 10.215 
Ill.* 1.66 Ill.* 20.84 Ind. 943 Fla.* 9.46 
Calif 1.6 Conn.* 20.67 Col.* 94 Texas* 8.839 
N. J 1.55 R.1.* 10.904 Ky.* 76 Ky.* 7.636 
Mass.* 1.49 £Minn.* 18898 N.M.* .739 N. M.* 5.789 
Md.* 1.386 Calif. 16.2 Tex.* 665 Tenn.* 4.256 
Minn.* 1.29  Mass.* 15.93 628 S.C. 3.469 
Del.* 15.532 Tenn.* 57 D. C. 20.987 
Neb. 113 Mo.* 14.628 


< Indicates state has some form of local option. 


Existing Forms of Control by States 


Alabama: State monopoly. Fifty-three state stores were in 
operation at the end of the year 1940 to distribute spirituous 
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liquors and wines for OFF premises consumption. In addi- 
tion, 272 restaurants, 19 hotels, and 17 clubs were licensed 
to purchase from state stores and resell liquors in half-pints 
and miniature sizes, and wine in quart, pint, and half-pint 
sizes for ON premises consumption. Such licenses may is- 
sue only with approval of county or municipal governing 
bodies. The law is administered by the Alabama Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Board and by county and municipal 
authorities. 

In 1935 Alabama returned a majority of 8,166 against 
modification of the liquor laws; a majority of 7,566 against 
legalization of wine and beer; and a majority of 12,037 against 
legalization of hard liquors under state regulation. In 1937 
a simultaneous county option liquor referendum was held in 
the 67 counties, 24 voting wet and 43 dry. Prohibition re- 
mained in effect in the 43 counties; the others legalized state 
stores. There are now 44 dry and 23 wet counties, a gain 
of one for the drys over 1939. 


Arizona: This is a license state, with state, county, and 
municipal participation in control. State administration is by 
the Superintendents of Liquor Licenses and Control; county 
and municipal control is by the general local authority. 
There is no local option. There are approximately 1,379 li- 
censes in effect. 


Arkansas: A license state, with state, county, and munici- 
cal participation. The law is administered by the State Com- 
mission of Revenues, county and city authorities. Distilled 
spirits are dispensed from package stores only. Local option 
is at special elections by counties, cities, towns, districts, 
or precincts on liquor sale, but elections must not be oftener 
than once in three years. There is county local option on 
local sale of beer and wine. In 1940 one town voted to be- 
come dry, two to remain dry; dry territory at the end of 
1940 was 24 towns, 10 counties, five townships. There are 
4,726 retail licenses in effect, but of these, 3,258 cover only 
beer. . 

Fourteen counties have voted, and 10 of them voted dry; 
nine townships have voted, now all dry; 37 towns have voted, 
30 dry. All of the laws legalizing liquors in Arkansas were 
passed by the legislature without submission to the people. 


Arrests for drunkenness have mounted under repeal: Little 
Rock in 1931, 1,287, in 1940, 2,366; Harrison in 1932, 64, in 
1940, 193: Jonesboro in 1932, 118, in 1939, 523; Monticello 
in 1930, 32, in 1940, 163. 


California: The traffic is controlled under a license system. 
with exclusive state administration under the State Board of 
Equalization. Retail sales are by package and by the drink. 
There is no local option. At the biennial period of 1940, 
there were approximately 34,143 licensed premises; of these, 
18,880 were for ON premises consumption. 


Colorado: A license state. Administration is by state li- 
censing authority, county and municipal authorities. Local 
option by cities or incorporated towns on the sale of malt, 
vinous and/or spirituous liquors, or to limit such sale to any 
one or more of the classes of licenses, at any regular or 
special election, effective for four years. 

Three towns voted dry and two wet in 1940, a gain of three 
over 1939. Eight towns and cities have now voted dry, and 
one town has never issued licenses. On December 31, 1940, 
retail licenses in effect were as follows: Spirits or wine, 1.807; 
3.2 per cent beer, 1,003; total, 2,810. 


Connecticut: A license state. The laws administered by 
the state liquor control commission and the state tax com- 
missioner. Sale of spirituous liquors is by the package and 
the drink. The local option system provides for vote at the 
annual town meeting on licenses of all alcoholic liquors, li- 
censes of beer, no licenses. Local option results in 1940 
showed no net gain or loss. On November 1, 1940, the fol- 
lowing retail licenses were in effect: Package store, beer, 
1,074; package store, all liquor, 1,095; restaurant, beer, 676; 


restaurant, all liquor, 1,207; tavern, 1,082; all other, 1,762; 
total, 6,896. 


Delaware: License system. The laws administered by the 
state liquor commission. Delaware is divided by the Consti- 
tution into four local option districts. Elections are held 
only when requested by a majority of the district delegation 
in the legislature. There were no elections in 1940, and 
there is no dry territory. If the per capita consumption of 
the year ending December 1, 1934, is indicated by 100, the 
figure for the year ending December 1, 1940, would be 418 
for spirits, 720 for wines, and 181 for beer. On December 
1, 1940, there were 404 licenses to sell spirituous liquors and 
beer and 31 to sell beer only. 


District of Columbia: License system. The law is adminis- 
tered by the board of alcoholic beverage control. The Dis- 
trict and the city of Washington are practically coextensive. 
The result is a larger consumption of distilled spirits than 
in any state of the Union. In the spring of 1941, there were 
1,872 licenses in the District, of which 1,080 were for beer 
and wine only. There are 400 package liquor stores as com- 
pared with 580 in Pennsylvania, which has 18 times the 
population of the District of Columbia. 


Florida: License. The law is administered by the state 
beverage department and the county commissioners. There 
is county local option on distilled spirits, wines, and beer 
over 3.2 per cent, the vote being effective for two years. 
Intoxicants containing less than 3.2 per cent alcohol are 
permitted in all counties. There were no elections in 1940, 
Sixteen counties prohibit liquors over 3.2 per cent of alcohol, 
while 51 counties permit sale of those liquors. For the year 
ending October 1, 1940, there were issued 8,488 licenses, of 
which 796 were issued by the state in so-called dry counties. 


Georgia: Under license law administered by the state rev- 
enue commissioner, county and municipal governing authori- 
ties. On February 3, 1938, the legislature passed a law per- 
mitting counties to legalize the sale of hard liquors by local 
option vote taken not oftener than once in two years, but 
state prohibition was not repealed. The sale of beer con- 
taining not over six per cent alcohol is permitted in any 
county or incorporated municipality on licenses by the gov- 
erning authorities and local option’ on the sale of beer is 
not permitted. There is a Wine Act designed to encourage 
the sale of native wines. 


Idaho: Idaho is under a monopoly system administered by 
the state liquor board. Distilled spirits are sold only by the 
package from state stores, and beer is distributed by private 
licensees. There was a total of 121 retail liquor stores and 
agencies, and 1,722 retail beer licensees, as of January 1, 
1941. 


Illinois: A license state with state, county, and municipal 
participation in revenue. The law is administered by the 
state liquor control commission, county, and municipal au- 
thorities. Sale of distilled spirits is by package and drink, 
and there is local option by cities, towns, villages, townships, 
precincts, and road districts. There were no elections in 
1940. Questions submitted to the voters are: 1. Prohibition 
of all alcoholic beverages including beer; 2. Prohibition of 
alcoholic beverages over 4 per cent; 3. Prohibition of alco- 
holic liquors over 4 per cent, except in packages. Nearly 
1,000 units have voted dry since repeal of prohibition. _ IIli- 
nois has approximately 20,082 retail licenses in effect. Senti- 
ment is apparently changing rapidly in the state. At the 
last session of the legislature, a bill was passed permitting 
no woman to mix drinks or tend bar in Illinois, unless the 
woman is herself owner of the tavern or wife of the tavern 
keeper. 


Indiana: License state with county participation in rev- 
enues. Laws administered by the alcoholic beverage com- 
mission and by county alcoholic beverage boards. Retail sale 
of spirits is by the package and the drink. There is no 
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local option. Permits for the sale of all three beverages ON 


consumption are limited to one permit to each 1,000 popu- 


lation or fraction thereof, or one to each 800 population if 
the county has more than one second-class city. So-called 
three way retail permits are not issued in cities or towns of 
less than 8,000 population until the city legislative body has 
adopted an enabling ordinance specifically permitting sale 
of spirits by the drink. Inclusive permits are not issued 
outside incorporated limits of cities and towns. 

An ON premises consumption permit to retail beer is not 
issued in an unincorporated town unless the application is 
approved by 30 taxpayers owning real estate in the town- 
ship and indorsed by 2 members of the township board, or 
one member of the board and a township trustee. Towns 
under 5,000 population permitting the sale of spirits by the 
drink numbered 464 on January 1, 1941, with 353 towns not 
permitting such sale. There were 8,707 licensees as of August, 
1940. 


Iowa: A monopoly state with the Iowa liquor control com- 
mission administering the law. There is no local option. 
Sale of distilled spirits is by the package only. The com- 
mission operated 174 retail stores in the year ended June 
30, 1940, but one was closed during the year on account of 
fire. Approximately 5,200 permits to sell beer were issued 
during 1940, with about one fourth selling by the package 
only, 


Kansas: Kansas is still under constitutional prohibition, 
which, however, is made ineffective by a statute defining “‘in- 
toxicating liquor” as any beverage containing more than 3.2 
per cent of alcohol by weight. Township trustees, outside 
of incorporated cities, may refuse to issue beer licenses. 
This is quite generally done. 


Kentucky: A license state. Administration is by the de- 
partment of revenue (alcoholic beverage control board), 
county and municipal authorities Sale of spirits is by both 
package and drink. Last year Kentucky made as much 
whisky as all the other states combined,—for a country-wide 
market, of course. Dry sentiment appears to be rising rapidly 
under the operation of what is considered an excellent county 
option law. Twenty-five per cent of the voters can effec- 
tively petition for an election, which must be held within 
90 days. If the county votes wet, any dry precincts stay dry. 
If the county votes dry, wet precincts go dry. In the dry 
counties, sale of all alcoholic beverages is prohibited. Fifty- 
four of Kentucky’s 120 counties are entirely dry, with a 
total of 1,460 dry voting units. Simpson and Warren coun- 
ties vote in the autumn of 1941; Butler, Muhlenburg, and 
Greenup counties vote in the spring of 1942. There were 
6,963 licenses of various kinds in effect at the beginning of 
the year. 


Louisiana: License. The collector of revenue, the board of 
liquor permit appeals, parish and municipal authorities carry 
out the law. The sale of distilled spirits is by both package 
and drink. Parishes, cities, towns, and wards have the local 
option privilege, not oftener than once a year, the question 
being divided as follows: (1) Sale of alcoholic liquors with 
an alcoholic content greater than % of 1 per cent but not 
exceeding 6 per cent by volume; (2) Sale of alcoholic liquors 
containing more than 6 per cent of alcohol by volume. There 
were 5,171 licenses in effect on January 1, 1941. The local 
option situation is unchanged since 1939. 


Maine: State monopoly. The state liquor commission ad- 
ministers the law and municipalities participate in the rev- 
enue. Sale of distilled spirits is by both package and drink. 
Local option elections are held in every town (township) 
every two years in September, four questions being submit- 
ted: (1) State stores; (2) Wine and spirits OFF sale; (3) 
Beer ON sale; (4) Beer OFF sale. In 1940 the drys gained 
23 towns on question 1, 7 on question 2, 44 on question 3, 
and 8 on question 4. 
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Maryland: A license state. The state, county and munici- 
palities participate in revenues. Administered by state comptroller, 
the bureau of state licenses, and county and city control authori- 
ties. Dispensaries are in operation in Howard, Montgomery, 
Queen Anne’s, Somerset, Wicomico, Worcester, and Carroll 
counties. Local option elections are held only when the legis- 
lature passes a specific act providing for such an election in the 
particular county or other political unit in question, except that 
there is a local option law for Carroll county applying to beer 
only, an anomalous situation since the county cannot use the local 
option law effectively, as the liquor stores would be untouched al- 
though beer would be prohibited. The existence of large mili- 
tary camps within the state seems to be increasing dry sentiment. 
There were no local option elections in 1940. Retail licenses to 
dispense intoxicants were issued as follows: Distilled spirits, 
2,134; wine and beer, 1,906; beer only, 1,757; total 5,797. 


Massachusetts: License. The state and municipalities di- 
vide the revenue. Administration is by the alcoholic beverage 
control commission and municipal licensing authorities. The sale 
of distilled spirits is by both package and drink. Women are not 
suppored to patronize taverns in Massachusetts; the taverns are 
closed on Sundays. On week days they open at 8 A. M. and 
must close at 11 P. M., although other liquor selling places may 
remain open until 1 A. M. There is much criticism of the liquor- 
selling restaurants. The legislature has appointed a commission 
to make a study of the Massachusetts liquor laws and present 
findings before January, 1943. The following questions are sub- 
mitted biennially in even years in each of the 39 cities and 312 
towns (townships): (1) sale of all alcoholic beverages; (2) sale 
of wines and beer; (3) sale of all alcoholic beverages in pack- 
ages for OFF consumption. A special election is called on peti- 
tion of one per cent of the registered voters for determination of 
the following question: Shall licenses be granted for the sale of 
alcoholic beverages in taverns? At the 1940 election 81 towns and 
the city of Melrose voted to prohibit all alcoholic beverages. Sale 
of all alcoholic beverages is permitted in 237 towns. In 95 towns 
no liquor is sold by ON premises consumption. 

Retail licenses in effect, December, 1940: All alcoholic bev- 
erages, 4,984; wine and malt beverages, 1,479; malt beverages, 
360; total, 6,823. In addition there were 313 seasonal licenses for 
the sale of all alcoholic beverages, and 58 for the sale of wine and 
malt beverages. 


Michigan: A monopoly state. Licenses for ON premises 
consumption in counties under 500,000 population may be issued 
only with the approval of the local legislative bodies. Adminis- 
tration is by the state liquor control commission and local leg- 
islative boards. The state monopoly applies only to liquors over 
16 per cent alcohol; sale of beer and wines is by private licensees. 

Local option in cities, villages, or townships as ON consump- 
tion of spirits in addition to beer and wine; and county option 
on three questions, vote to be taken at a special election not of- 
tener than once in four years, on: (1) Manufacture of alcoholic 
liquors; (2) Sale of alcoholic liquor; (3) Manufacture and sale 
of alcoholic liquor (defined as any spirituous, vinous, malt or fer- 
mented liquor containing one-half of one per cent or more of 
alcohol by volume). In 1940, 16 elections were for, and 3 against, 
sale of spirits. 


East Lansing and Olivet and nine townships and six counties 
are totally dry by vote, a gain of two over 1939. Sale of liquor 
by the glass is not legal in seven counties (Barry, Gratiot, Hill- 
dale, Lenawee, Oceana, Shiawassee, Wexford) but beer and wine 
may be sold, a loss of one from 1939. No totally dry counties. 
Cities, villages, and townships having voted in favor of liquor 
by the glass number 543. The Commission operates 100 state 
stores. Licenses in effect December 20, 1940: Beer and wine, 


OFF sale, 9,422; beer and wine, ON sale, 4,367; clubs, 409; 
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liquor by the glass, not including clubs, 3,895; total 18,093. 
Minnesota: License state. The revenue is divided between 
the state and localities. The law is administered by the state 
liquor control commissioner and local governing bodies. Spirits 
are sold by both package and drink. On January 1, 1941, there 
were 180 municipally owned and operated liquor stores and ap- 
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proximately 1,700 ON and OFF sale liquor and wine licenses, 
and 9,500 beer licenses. Twenty-six counties out of 87 prohibited 
the sale of intoxicating liquors. Villages and cities of fourth 
class in wet counties may prohibit liquor sales, and many of these 
communities have so acted. 

Local option in villages at annual elections; in fourth class 
cities, at the time of the regular city election: in counties, at 
special elections held not oftener than once in three years. The 
vote is allowed on sale of “intoxicating liquor,” defined to mean 
anything over 3.2 per cent of alcohol. No vote is allowed on 
liquor containing under that amount of alcohol. 

In 1940 one dry county voted wet, one dry county to remain 
dry, 24 townships against beer sale, three towns to stay dry, two 
dry towns to go wet, and one wet town to remain wet. The 
drys won 28 of the 32 elections. 

Mississippi: State prohibition, vitiated by sale of beer and 
wine of four per cent by weight, on which there is county local 
option at special elections not oftener than once in two years. 
Forty-two counties prohibit the sale of beer, a gain of one over 
1939. Approximately 2,000 beer licenses are in effect, and 50 per 
cent of the territory is wholly dry. A special member of the 
educational staff gives her entire time to overseeing the teaching 
of temperance in the public schools. 

Missouri: License, with state, county, and municipal par- 
ticipation. The law is in charge of the state supervisor of liquor 
control, county, and municipal authorities. Intoxicants are sold 
both by package and drink. . During 1940 the state issued 11,242 
permits, of which 3,946 were for distilled spirits, 2,926 for 5 
per cent beer, 4,328 for 3.2 per cent beer, and 42 for the sale of 
wine. Local option system provides for special elections not 
oftener than once in four years, limited to towns between 500 
and 20,000 population, and on the question of sale of liquor by the 
drink only. Sale of hard liquor by the drink is not permitted 
in any town, village, or unincorporated area. There is no right 
of local option on the sale of beer. There were no elections in 
1940. Forty-one cities have sale of liquor by the drink as the 
result of favorable vote, and nine by operation of the law, since 
their population is greater than 20,000. 


Montana: A monopoly state with exclusive state adminis- 
tration under the Montana Liquor Control Board. Sale of spirits 
is by package and drink. Licenses are granted by the liquor con- 
trol board for the retail sale of liquor purchased at state liquor 
stores. There is county local option once in two years at special 
elections on the sale of spirituous and vinous beverages contain- 
ing more than four per cent of alcohol by weight, and on the 
sale of beer under 3.2 per cent by weight. There were no elec- 
tions in 1940. 

Nebraska: A license state. The official body is the liquor 
control commission, but cities and village governing bodies par- 
ticipate in control. There is sale of distilled spirits by the package 
in cities and villages not voting against it; sale by drink in cities 
and villages voting for it. There is local option at the regular 
municipal elections on distilled spirits but not on beer. There 
were no elections in 1940, as they come in the odd years. In 55 
towns package sale only is permitted. There are 269 towns that 
permit sale by drink and package. Licenses: 3,456, of which 593 
are for package liquor and 1,731 for ON sale consumption of beer 
with 317 package beer licenses. The liquor control commission 
estimates the per capita consumption for the year ending Novem- 
ber 30, 1940, as: beer, 10.10 gallons; distilled spirits, 1.13 gallons; 
wine, .15 gallons; total 11.38 gallons. 

Nevada: License with state, county, and municipal par- 
ticipation in revenues. The law is administered by the state tax 
commission, the county commissioners and municipal authorities. 
There is no provision for local option elections, but counties have 
option through the state liquor board to grant or refuse licenses. 
The sale of distilled spirits is by the package and drink. There 
were 75 package dealers in 1940; 599 bars and taverns; 177 li- 
censes to sell beer only; the total, including other classifications, 
was 897 licenses. 

New Hampshire: State monopoly. There is exclusive state 
administration under the state liquor commission. Local option 
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elections are held biennially in even years on: (1) state stores; 
(2) sale of beer. The chief sale of distilled spirits is in the state 
stores, but hotels may serve liquor with meals and to guests in 
their rooms, and clubs are licensed to sell both beer and hard 
liquors to members and guests. Beer is sold only by licensees, 
Restaurants and hotels may sell for ON sale consumption, grocery 
stores for OFF sale consumption. There are approximately 2,641 
licenses in effect with nearly half of the territory under no license. 

New Jersey: A license state with state, county, and muni- 
cipal participation in the revenues. The law is under the de- 
partment of alcoholic beverage control, the state tax commis- 
sioner, judges of courts of common pleas in counties of the sixth 
class, and liquor boards of alcoholic beverage control in munici- 
palities of 15,000 or over. There is local option in municipalities 
every three years at the general election on five questions: 1. 
Retail sale of alcoholic beverages, other than brewed malt alco- 
holic beverages and naturally fermented wine, for ON consump- 
tion; 2. Retail sale of all kinds of alcoholic beverages, for ON con- 
sumption; 3. Retail sale of all alcoholic beverages, except for 
consumption on railroad trains, airplanes and boats, and issuance 
of any retail license; 4. Sale of alcoholic beverages on Sundays; 
5. Hours of retail sale of alcoholic beverages on weekdays, Sun- 
days, either or both, fixed as requested in the petition. 

The number of municipal licenses issued and in effect at the 
end of the fiscal year June 30, 1940, was 11,871. In a price war 
with New York City, the department of alcoholic beverage con- 
trol set officers at bridges, tunnels, and ferries leading from New 
York City, to apprehend non-licensees importing more than the 
permitted limit of alcoholic beverages. 


New Mexico: License. The state, county, and municipali- 
ties share the revenue. The administering body is the bureau 
of revenue (division of liquor control), acting together with 
county and municipal authorities. Local option elections may be 
held every two years in any county or city containing over 5,000 
inhabitants on the simple proposition: for or against the sale of 
alcoholic liquors. Alcoholic liquors are defined as beverages 
containing more than one-half of one per cent of alcohol. There 


are 436 municipal licenses, 453 county licenses, all others 113, total 
1,002. 


New York: License system with state, county, and munici- 
pal participation in revenues. The law is administered by the 
state liquor authority, county alcoholic “beverage control boards, 
and the alcoholic beverage control board of New York City. Local 
option elections held at the time of the general elections by towns 
and cities, on the sale of alcoholic beverages by the drink, or 
package sale. The questions are submitted in two groups: 1. Sale 
of all alcoholic beverages; 2. Sale of liquor or wine. 

There were 17 local option elections in 1940, the drys gaining 
one and losing six, a loss of five for the drys as compared with 
1939. Three dry towns and two partly wet towns voted to go 
wet, while another dry town voted to go partly wet. Seven 
dry towns decided to remain dry, three wet towns to remain wet, 
and one partly wet town to go bone dry. The present status is as 
follows: Towns dry, 47; towns dry for OFF sale, wet for ON 
sale, nine; towns permitting sale by hotels only, four; total 60. 

The 1940 local option elections resulted in a reduction in the 
number of drv towns from 50 to 47. Partly dry towns decreased 
from 15 to 13. In 1935 there were 36 town totally dry and 10 
partly dry. Only 7/10ths of one per cent of the population reside in 
dry territory. Licenses issued in 1940 numbered 48,983 with 
31,451 permits. 


North Carolina: The sale of spirits is by state-supervised 
county-operated liquor stores in counties which have voted in 
favor of such sale. Administration is by state and county boards 
of alcoholic beverage control. Spirits are sold by the package 
only. County local option is permitted on liquor dispensaries 
only, not on the sale of beer. Twenty-six counties now operate 
liquor stores selling alcoholic beverages of more than 24 per cent 
alcohol by volume. Seventeen counties have voted against dis- 
pensaries and 57 have not voted. The sale of beer is forced on all 
100 counties by state law. Dry sentiment is formidable and grow- 
ing in North Carolina.. 
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North Dakota: License. State, county and municipal par- 
ticipation. The law is administered by the state tax commis- 
sioner, county and municipal governing authorities. There is no 
provision for local option. Dealers in distilled spirits must se- 
cure licenses from the city, village, or county authorities, and 
beer dealers must have both state and local licenses. There are 
759 retailers of all liquors, and 1,407 retail beer saloons. 


Ohio: State monopoly with exclusive state administration. 
The law is administered by the department of liquor control. Sale 
of distilled spirits is by both package and drink. Local option 
by (1) municipal corporations; (2) residence districts in munici- 
pal corporations consisting of two or more contiguous election 
districts; (3) townships exclusive of any municipal corporation 
or part thereof located therein. Elections may be special or held 
at the time of the general election, the result to remain in effect 
four years, and until another election is called. 

The following questions are submitted: (1) Shall the sale of 
any intoxicating liquor be permitted; (2) Shall the sale of wine 
by the package for consumption OFF the premises where sold, 
be permitted; (3) Shall the sale of wine for consumption ON 
and OFF the premises where sold, be permitted; (4) Shall the 
sale of spirituous liquors by tte glass be permitted; (5) Shall 
state liquor stores for the sale of spirituous liquors by the package 
for consumption OFF the premises where sold, be permitted? 
Shall the sale of BEER as defined in Sec. 6212-63 of the General 
Code be permitted by holders of “C”’ and “D” permits? A vote 
NO on questions 1 and 5 closes all state stores. 

The total of all annual permits in 1939 was 26,799. In that 
year 98 communities voted on the sale of intoxicating beverages 
resulting in the cancellation of 155 permits. The approximate 
number of retail permit holders was 17,460. 


Oklahoma: State constitutional prohibition on distilled 
spirits, but 3.2 per cent beer is unversally sold. The drys de- 
feated a proposed wet amendment to legalize the sale of all in- 
toxicants by a vote of 391,083 to 267,285, at the general election 
in 1936. At the election in 1940 the wets initiated a proposal 
to repeal state constitutional prohibition, which would have re- 
quired a majority of all votes cast at the election. The drys re- 
ceived a majority of 84,159 but wets were 266,000 votes short of 
enough votes to carry the measure by constitutional requirements. 


Oregon: A monopoly state with exclusive state administra- 
tion. The law is administered by the state liquor control com- 


mission and sale of distilled spirits is by package only. Local | 


option is permitted in counties, cities, and towns on regular bi- 
ennial election days in even years, on: (1) All alcoholic liquors; 
(2) Alcoholic liquors over 17 per cent by weight; (3) Alcoholic 
liquors containing over four per cent by weight. One town voted 
against sale of alcoholic liquor. Four towns are now dry, a gain 
of one over 1939, 

During the fiscal year ended June 30, 1940, there were 26 
state liquor stores in operation in the larger cities of the state 
with 129 agencies in cities and towns of smaller population. Li- 
censes in operation by counties numbered 5,068, of which 3,518 
were retail. 


Pennsylvania: State monopoly with exclusive state adminis- 
tration. State liquor control board administers the law. Dis- 
tilled spirits are sold by the package and the drink. Local option 
is permitted in municipalities and townships on liquor licenses in 
hotels, restaurants, and clubs. Local option is allowed on malt 
liquors for retail distribution and consumption ON the premises, 
the result standing for four years. There were no. elections in 
1940, as they are held only in odd years. At the end of 1940, 
there were about 17,250 retail licenses, including clubs, covering 
the sale of alcoholic spirits and wine purchased from the board. 
There were 3,137 licenses to sell beer only. The state maintains 
580 state stores. New licenses are limited to 1 for every 1,000 
of the population. When licenses are revoked, they cannot be 
renewed if the number exceeds the ratio. Licensees are not per- 
mitted to sell on Sundays, and efforts to change this feature of 
the Jaw failed at the last session of the legislature. It is esti- 
mated that there are twice as many dry voters in the legislature 
as there were four years ago. 
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Rhode Island: The state and municipalities divide control. 
The law is administered by the department of business regulation 
(liquor control administrator), department of coordination and 
finance (tax administrator) and the municipal authorities. Dis- 
tilled spirits are sold by the package and by the drink. Local 
option is permitted by towns and cities at the regular election 
and covers sale of alcoholic beverages containing one-half of one 
per cent or more of alcohol, and sale of alcoholic beverages for 
ON consumption by the drink, the result holding for two years. 
No elections were held in 1940. Retail licenses numbered 1,680 
(Continuous in operation throughout the year.) Class A package 
stores licenses are restricted to one to each 4,000 of population. 
Restaurant licenses require that the purchase or sale of bever- 
ages during any one month must not account for more than 70 
per cent of the expenditures or receipts of such establishments 
from the purchase and sale of foods and beverages. The annual 
report of the liquor control administration for 1940 estimates the 
consumption of per capita alcoholic beverages for that year as: 
Distilled spirits, 1.06 gallons; wines, .71 gallons; beer and other 
malt beverages, 18.15 gallons. 


South Carolina: License. No local option. The law is 
administered by state tax commissioner and sale of distilled spirits 
is by package only. The voters expressed themselves in an ad- 
visory referendum in the Democratic primary on August 27, 1940, 
on the question, “Do you favor discontinuing the legal sale of in- 
toxicating liquors, wines, beers, and other intoxicating beverages, 
and the imposition of new taxes to replace lost revenue as a re- 
sult of the repeal of the present liquor law?” Twenty-four counties 
returned dry, and 22 counties wet majorities, the vote being 
189,361 dry to 130,366 wet, a majority of 58,995. The legisla- 
ture, however, evaded these instructions and failed to enact pro- 
hibitory legislation, and the matter is an issue in various legisla- 
tive districts. During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1940, 499 
licenses were issued, of which 479 were retail. The total number 
in effect, however, covering spirits, wines, and beer was approxi- 
mately 8,766. 


South Dakota: License. State and municipal participation 
in control. The law is administered by the secretary of agricul- 
ture, state treasurer, and municipal authorities. Distilled spirits 
are dispensed by the package and the drink. The local authori- 
ties must approve an application before a license may be issued by 
the secretary of agriculture. Intoxicating liquor is defined as a 
beverage containing alcohol in excess of 3.2 per cent. At local 
option elections, three questions are submitted: (1) Shall ON sale 
licenses be permitted? (2) Shall a license or licenses for the sale 
of intoxicating liquor be issued? (3) Shall the present license or 
licenses for the sale of intoxicating liquor held by................ 
Perr errr, be renewed? No elections in 1940. Out of a total of 
912 licenses issued in 1940, 495 were for package dealers, 179 for 
ON sale and 66 for high point beer. 


Tennessee: License. The state, county, and municipalities 
participate in control. The law is administered by the commis- 
sion of finance and taxation (chief, state alcoholic tax unit), 
county, and municipal authorities. Distilled spirits are sold by 
the package only. Loca! option is by counties at special elections on 
package sales for OFF consumption of alcoholic beverages con- 
taining more than five per cent of alcohol, the result holding good 
for two years. Licenses are issued only in municipalities. Of the 
95 counties, 81 do not issue licenses for the package sale of 
liquors. There were approximately 370 package stores selling 
intoxicants containing more than five per cent of alcohol by 
weight in 1940, with 150 distributors’ licenses and approximately 
6,000 retail beer outlets. 


Texas: License with state, county, and municipal participa- 
tion. The law is administered by the state liquor control board, 
state treasurer, county and municipal authorities. Distilled spirits 
are sold by the package only. Local option is by counties, in- 
corporated cities and towns or precincts. The result holds good 
for one year. At the end of 1940, there were 124 counties totally 
dry, 81 partially dry, and 49 wet. The drys won 36 elections 
and lost 15 in 1940. There are 2,922 liquor permits in effect. 
The administration of the law has been socially minded. The 
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liquor control board estimates the per capita consumption (1940) 
as: distilled spirits, .665 gallons; wines, .394 gallons; beer, 7.78 
gallons. The amendment which repealed the prohibition law pro- 
hibiting the saloons, defined the saloon as “any place where dis- 
tilled liquors are sold for consumption on premises.” 


Utah: Monopoly. The administration is by the liquor con- 
trol commission and there is no local option. Sale of distilled 
spirits is by the package only. Various cities, towns, counties 
and municipalities exclude the sale of beer by refusing to issue 
licenses. 


Vermont: Monopoly. The state and municipalities partici- 
pate in control. The state liquor control board, state tax com- 
missioner, and municipal authorities administer the law. Sale of 
distilled spirits is by the package and the drink, the hotels being 
licensed to sell spirits while beer and wines are sold by private 
licensees. Local option elections are held at town meetings an- 
nually. At the 1940 elections, 78 meetings favored sale of spirits 
and 168 voted against such sale; 124 voted for the sale of beer 
and wine, and 122 voted against. Six years ago there were only 
10 or 12 government liquor stores in operation. The number 
has increased to 24. The drys gained four towns this year, six 
towns last year. The wet majorities were reduced in 77 of the 
towns which remained wet. 


Virginia: Monopoly. The law is administered by the alco- 
holic beverage control board, state tax commissioner, and mu- 
nicipal authorities. Sale of distilled spirits is by the package only 
from state stores. Local option is by counties, cities, and towns 
on the retail sale of wines and beer containing more than 3.2 
per cent of alcohol and the retail sale of spirituous liquors, the re- 
sult holding good for four years. Licenses for the sale of 3.2 
per cent beer issued only in localities which have voted them- 
selves out of the control system. Forty-three counties, 26 towns, 
and three cities prohibit the sale of wine and beer on Sundays. 
There are 96 state stores in operation, and 8,799 licenses of vari- 
ous kinds in effect. The board gives per capita consumption of 
alcoholic Leverages in. Virginia for the fiscal year 1940 as: 1.3 
gallons spirits as compared with 1.09 gallons in the preceding 
year; .75 gallons of wine as compared with .64 gallons in the 
preceding year, and 6.35 gallons of beer as compared with 5.64 
gallons for 1939. Much of this increased consumption is ac- 
counted for by large defense operations in the coastal area. 


Washington: Monopoly. Exclusive state administration by 
the state liquor control board. The sale of distilled spirits is by 
the package only. There are 51 liquor stores in the state and 134 
agencies. Sales in the hard liquor stores and agencies increased 
from $14,336,909 to $14,844,815 over the previous fiscal year. 
At the end of the fiscal year September 30, 1940, there were 4,994 
retail licenses in effect. Total wine sales increased about 2 per 
cent during the year and sales of beer about eight per cent. Pro- 
posals to amend the law to permit sale of beer and wine on Sun- 
days were defeated at the last legislative session. It is estimated 


that the expenditure on all kinds of liquors in the state is approx- 
imately $41,000,000 annually. 


West Virginia: Monopoly state with exclusive state ad- 
ministration. Ardent spirits are sold from state stores by the 
package only. The law is administered by the state liquor control 
commission. Sales of all kinds of alcoholic liquors increased 15.66 
per cent during the year. Only one local option election was 
held during the year, and the voters authorized the continued sale 
of alcoholic liquors. Local option law does not apply to beer 
containing five per cent of alcohol by weight, or less, which 
can be sold seven days a week and upon which there are very 
few restrictions. The state is very restive under these conditions 
and a reform program was blocked in the last legislative session 
only by political trickery. The legislature did enact a law re- 
quiring more effective teaching of temperance in the public 
schools. On June 30, 1940, there were 105 state stores and 26 
agencies in operation for the sale of distilled spirits and approxi- 
mately 3,500 places selling beer at retail. 


Wisconsin: License. State and municipal participation. 
Sale of distilled spirits is by the package and the drink. The law 


is administered by the state treasury department (beverage tax 
commission) and municipal authorities. There is local option by 
towns, cities, and villages on the sale of intoxicants containing 
five per cent or more of alcohol on the first Tuesday in April, 
the result effective until another election is held. Licenses to sell 
intoxicating liquors by the glass for ON consumption are lim- 
ited to one for each 500 inhabitants or fraction thereof. There 
were 48 local option elections in 1940 and no change in status, 
Permits are issued by local boards in the various local units of 
government, and the initiative and referendum is sometimes used 
in application for the issuance of permits and the regulation of 
the trafic within the unit. For instance, the state law allows 
the sale of beer 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and the sale 
of hard liquors until 1 A. M., but a local unit can restrict the 
hours of sale and prohibit it on Sundays, as well as placing 
other restrictions and regulations on the sale within the area. By 
local option 23 per cent of the units of the state have voted out 
the sale of hard liquor and 18 per cent of them have voted out 
the sale of beer and wine. There are 29,076 licenses of which 
15,953 are restricted to the sale of beer. 

Wyoming: Monopoly operated at wholesale only. Retail 
licenses are by counties and municipalities. Administration is by 
the state liquor commission and county and municipal authorities, 
Sale is by package and drink. There is no local option. There 
are 406 retail liquor licensees. 

Alaska: License. Administration of the law by the terri- 
torial treasurer. Local option is permitted in incorporated cities 
and towns on petition of 50 per cent of the number of voters at 
the last general election. A two-thirds majority is required to 
carry issuance of licenses. 


“What Price Alcohol?” 


Under the above caption Robert S. Carroll, M.D., 
medical director, Highland Hospital, Asheville, N. C., 
presents (Macmillan, 1941, $3.00) “a practical discussion 
of the causes and treatment of alcoholism.” In effect, it 
is a plea for total abstinence as the only safe course. Al- 
coholism is, the author believes, ‘‘a voluntary, self-chosen 
escape from the realities of the hour into a temporary in- 
sanity.” Indeed, alcohol is the “chiefest enemy” of 
“mental normalcy.” Three out of ten of those who drink 
habitually will, it is stated, become drunkards. 

Dr. Carroll emphasizes the need of temperance in all 
phases of living and urges the training of children so that 
they have “an accumulation of nervous reserve.” The 
trouble begins he believes, with the “quick pick-me-ups of 
sweets in childhood, the dependence of many youths on the 
influence of caffein in tea, coffee, and chocolate, reinforced 
today from puberty on by increasingly concentrated 
absorption of nicotine.” These result in “the acquiring 
of an hourly need for drugged foods. From these milder 
drug-helps it is an easy step to light drinks, then to the 
essence of false help—hard liquor.” 

The author classes alcoholics in three groups depend- 
ing on the “patient’s cooperation-reaction”: “the can 
helps, don’t helps, and can’t helps.” The first are those 
who enter an institution for treatment voluntarily or co- 
operate as soon as they are sobered. The “don’t help, 
difficult” patient is “spoiled, unreliable, or the second or 
third generation of intemperate forbears” and is “alcohol- 
allergic.” “Psychopathic inferiors,” morons, and alcohol 
dements are among the “can’t helps.” The first group 
can be cured with a short period of hospitalization fol- 
lowed by a long period of “‘conference-contacts” with a 
psychiatrist or psychologist. The “difficult” patients 
must have “months of protective, reconstructive guardian- 
ship.” For the third group custodial care is likely to be 
the only solution. 
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